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Emergency Contact
(Funerals, Anointings, etc.)
(201) 845-9566 ext. 3

Mass Schedule

Saturday - 5:00 PM

Sunday - 8:00,10:00 AM* and
12:00 Noon
Monday-Saturday 8:30 AM
Holy days - See Bulletin
*Livestreamed on Facebook

Reconciliation

Saturday - 1:00 PM or by
appointment. A Catholic is
obliged to confess mortal
sins in kind and number to
a priest before receiving the
Holy Eucharist.

Baptism - Please call to arrange for your child’s
baptism soon after birth.

RCIA

Adults desiring to be baptized, confirmed or
become a Catholic, please contact the Parish Office
Anointing of the Sick

Please call for a priest to schedule this Sacrament
of Healing and Anointing for someone who is
seriously ill or in danger of death. Do not wait
until the sick person is unconscious.

Matrimony

All Catholics should seek to have their marriage
blessed by the Church so as to live in God’s good
grace and receive the Holy Eucharist. Contact a
priest a year prior to the intended date of marriage

to ensure proper preparation.

Parish Center Office Hours Monday through Thursday: 9AM - 12N / 1PM - 3PM; Friday: 9AM - 1PM

www.olgp.org

Parish Center
201-845-9566
Fax: 201-845-3742

Religious Education
201-845-9566 ext. 117

ReEd@olgp.org

parish@olqp.org

St. Peter Academy
201-261-3468

www.spare.org




':D:' Mass Intentions

January 29, 2023 to February 5, 2023
Sunday - FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1729 8:00 am People of the Parish
10:00 am  Living and Deceased Members of the
OLQP Knights of Columbus
12 noon Cesar Rubio
Monday - Weekday
1730 8:30 am Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday - Saint John Bosco, Priest Memorial

1731 8:30 am Kent Warner and Jenny Mooney
Wednesday — Weekday
2/1 8:30 am Gudrun Hagele

7:00 pm Luisa and Carmine Migliaccio

Thursday — The Presentation of the Lord Feast
2/2 8:30 am

Friday - Weekday /Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr,
Saint Ansgar, Bishop]

Peter Lacitignola

2/3 8:30 am Rita and Joseph Sullivan
Saturday - Weekday [BVM]
2/4 8:30 am Loretta and Fred Kuck

5:00 pm Peter Glynn
Sunday - FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
2/5 8:00 am Protection of Babies in the Womb

and Their Families
10:00 am  People of the Parish
12 noon Michael and Bridget Ruane

Prayer Shawls

&  If you are adding someone to our Parish sick

% list, please consider the healing power of these
beautiful shawls. They are prayed over by the
Prayer Shawl Ministry and blessed by our
Pastor.

=/

If you know of someone you think is in need of a Prayer
Shawl, please contact the Parish Center: 201-845-9566 or

email parish@olgp.org

January 29, 2023 - Today’s Readings

First Reading — You humble of the land, ” ?

seek justice and humility, and the Lord will be

your protection

(Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13). :
Psalm — The Lord blesses the humble and gives them
the heavenly kingdom (Psalm 146).

Second Reading — God chose the weak of the world,
those who count for nothing, so that whoever boasts
should boast in the Lord (1 Corinthians 1:26-31).
Gospel — Jesus taught from the mountain: Blessed are
the poor in spirit (Matthew 5:1-12a).

Please Remember in Your Prayers

Rest in Peace

Helene Geosits

Sick Relatives and Friends

Mary Adamo Fr. Mickey German  Vallie Pompilio
Cristina Aguilar Megan Harwood Mary Pontillo
Pauline Albarano Michael Hazuka Betty Porter
Augie Aversa Baby Christopher Francis Quinn
Josefina Baldoza Sean Hill Robert Raimo
Mary Ellen Barberia Gardenia Houngbo Susan Rheem
Matilde Beninca Andrew Hunkele  Anthony Ruffino
Claire Borrello Nancy Jengo Elsy Ruiz

Ginny Cattaneo
Carmen Cepeda

Pamela Jengo
Lauren Kaczynski
Denise Chu Rosemarie Kaminski
Lana Mae Ciscool Joan Keenan
Carmen Maria Colon Rev. Michael Kreder
Brian Connors Maxine Locascio

Fran Sampson
Wilbert Santos
Rudy Schwarz
Pat Sommers
Joseph Steiner
Carolyn Sobering

Javier Cruz Diane Lohrer Jacqueline Sullivan
Jonathan Deauna Deacon Joseph Jule Tartaglia
Jeanette DeLillo Mantineo Nick Taylor

Richard DeSpagna Gerry Marcincavage  Theresa Taylor
Sally DeSpagna Stephen Marengo  Liam Justin Torres
Emily DeStefano Sonia Medrano Marianne Tracey

Phil Dimitri Andrew J. Mendez Maria Trovini

Eileen Diverio Frankie Monnecka  Danielle Visconti

Mark Diverio Deanna Mooney Mary Walker
Stephen Diverio Jim Moran Andrew Wey
Fr. Larry Fama Barbara Nelson Julia Whitney
Jane Favorito Sharon Osnowitz Joyce Wilson
Emily Ferreira Laura Paddock David Zerby
Yancey Garcia Nicholas Pappas *Names in bold

Harriet Pellicione  are new to the list

Weekly Memorials

Blessed Mother Candle
in Memory of Gudrun Hagele
by Linda Hagele and Kayla Cottiers

Saint Joseph Candle
in Thanksgiving
by the Romain Family

Readings for the Week

Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32;
Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14,
17-18a; Mk 6:1-6

Thursday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18;
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32]

Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9;
Mk 6:14-29

Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6;
Mk 6:30-34

Sunday: Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5;
Mt 5:13-16




People of God’s Kingdom

In our Gospel reading from

ol Matthew, we hear the Beatitudes,
4’ the stirring opening to the

.~ Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is
proclaiming the coming of the
kingdom of God, and begins by
considering what kind of people
will enter and participate in this kingdom. They are the
poor in spirit, the meek, the clean of heart, the
peacemakers. We hear both Zephaniah and Paul echo this,
as God specifically chooses the weak and the lowly to be
God’s agents in ushering in the reign of God. By living
with humility and integrity, their hearts are open to being
transformed by the grace of God. We too are called to live
in this way. Jesus invites us to be people with open hearts,
to receive God’s blessing. And working through us, God
may bless all of creation. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The best Catholic content.
All in one place.

It's EASY and FREE to register!
1. Visit formed.org/signup

2. Enter our parish zip or name
3. Enter your name and email
4

. Enjoy and share with others
in our local community!
After you sign up, download the free FORMED app from App Store or Google Play.

There are 3 easy steps for parishioners to
download the FORMED App.

1. Visit the App Store or Google Play

GETITON
P> Google Play
£ Download on the
Store (search: FORMED Catholic) S App Store
2.  Download the app to your device

(Note, you will need to register at formed.org/

signup before logging in to app)
3. Enjoy the content you want!

QR Code Option [
Scan the QR code with your camera phone .
(to the right) m
2. Download the App. -
3 u :

Login to your FORMED account & enjoy!

Thanksgiving after Holy Communion

Anima Christi (Soul of Christ)

SOUL of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.

O good Jesus, hear me.

Within Thy Wounds hide me.

Suffer me not to be separated from Thee.

From the malignant enemy, defend me.

In the hour of my death, call me,

And bid me come to Thee.

That with Thy saints, [ may praise Thee.

Forever and ever. Amen.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, may the whole world burn with
love for Thee! (x3)

The 2023 Annual Appeal Launches Next Weekend!
Annual Appeal

The 2023 Annual Appeal launches next weekend! Each
year we are invited to participate in the Annual Appeal,
which is an opportunity to support essential ministries
and programs of our Archdiocese. Your sacrificial support
makes it possible for us to carry out the important work
that we are called to do as missionary disciples of Jesus.

Please note the incentive has changed for amounts re-
ceived in excess of our stretch goal. More information
to follow!

Cursillo Weekend Sponsorship Opportunity
The next group reunion will be
@ursillo

February 20, 2023 at
7pm in the Parish Center
Cursillo Weekend - Candidate Sponsorship Opportunity!
The Newark Archdiocese Women’s 183th Cursillo Weekend
will take place April 20-23, 2023, and the Men’s
198th Weekend will be June 1-4, 2023.

The atmosphere of a Cursillo differs from the individual
solitude of many retreats. Christ's teachings are discussed in a
climate of joy. Talks and discussions are interspersed with
prayer, Eucharist, songs, laughter and times of reflection.
Cursillo is an excellent “next step” after attending a
Cornerstone or any other Spiritual Retreat. There is no better
opportunity to deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ and
gain a better understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Cursillo begins on a Thursday, and concludes Sunday
afternoon,

The weekend takes place at the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in
Kearny and the cost is $175 Space is limited, all applications
need to be in one month prior to the weekend so if you know
anyone interested, please email or call Joanne Godlewski at
jojowey@gmail.com. or 201-870-3100, Connie Szymanski at
szyma843(@optonline.net or 201-843-1836.

I have applications or you can go to www.myecursilllo.com and
download the application. Let's start building up our Queen of
Peace community. - Joanne

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

O Immaculate Heart of Mary,
refuge of sinners,
I beg of you by the infinite merits of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
and by the graces God has granted to you
since your Immaculate Conception,
the grace of never going astray again.
Mother, keep me, a sinner,
constantly bathed in the light of your
Immaculate Heart. Amen.




St Joseph HS Montvale presents "Into the Woods"

Tickets may be purchased at:
https://sjr.booktix.com/ or half hour before each show

Today, Jan 29th 3 pm
Feb 3rd 7 pm, Feb 4th (2 & 7 pm)
Tickets $17 Students/Seniors and $23 Adults

For questions call 201-391-7422 or
email SIRTheater@sjrnj.org

Longtime Parishioner in Need of Housing

OLQP Church member looking for a one bedroom eff-
ciency apartment to rent. Can move immediately. Has two
very clean emotional support cats. Please contact
helpforvi@gmail.com

The Angelus

R/. The Angel of the Lord
declared to Mary:

V/. And she conceived of the
Holy Ghost

Hail Mary...

R/. Behold the handmaid of
the Lord:

V/. Be it done unto me according to Thy word.

Hail Mary...

R/. And the Word was made Flesh:

V/. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary...

R/. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God,

V/. that we may be made worthy of the promises of
Christ. Let us pray:

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our
hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Thy
Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may
by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His
Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord.

Amen.

Our Mother of
Perpetual Help Novena

Wednesdays at 7 pm in the Church

The 2023 Mass Book is Open

The Church teaches us that our
prayers are invaluable to the living as
well as those who have died. We
commend them to God's mercy when
we pray for them. The living and the
dead are helped not only by our daily
prayers, but by the offering of Masses in their name for
the benefit of their souls. Please visit the Parish Center to
select your preferred dates. To view available dates,
please visit our website at: https://www.olgp.org/mass-
intentions.html

Human Concerns News

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Food Pantry Ministry needs more
volunteers to deliver food to Rochelle

Park. Please call the Parish Center Office at
201-845-9566 if you want to volunteer.

Our Bible Study takes place Wednesdays
at 7 pm at the Parish center. Please send a
note to OLQPBibleStudy(@gmail.com for
more information.

HELLO SINGERS:

Thinking you might like to
SING? Stop thinking and do it.
We are always looking for new
members in the choir. We meet Tuesday evenings from
7-9. All are welcome. Come and join us. Try it, you might
really enjoy it! ALSO: Instrumentalists are always wel-
come! Thanks, Janue

Daily Prayer for Pope Francis and Our Clergy

[ i 4 4 - T e
G .v *
‘,~!_) LN o ¢

&
!

Almighty and everlasting God, have
mercy upon Thy servant, Francis, our
Supreme Pontiff, and direct him,
according to Thy loving-kindness, in
the ways of eternal salvation; that, of '
Thy gift, he may ever desire that which is pleasing unto
Thee and may accomplish it with all his might. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen. Jesus, Savior of the world,
sanctify Thy priests and sacred ministers. Amen.
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The Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that
never was it known that anyone who fled to
thy protection, implored thy help, or sought
thy intercession was left unaided. Inspired
with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of
virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before
thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.




U.S. Bishops’ Pro-Life Chairman Commends Catholic Witness at National Prayer Vigil for Life

January 19, 2023 WASHINGTON -

At the National Prayer Vigil for Life, thousands
gathered to acknowledge the 50th anniversary of
the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade,
while looking with hope to the future since its
reversal last year with Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization. “Today we have
so much to celebrate. For the first time in the 49
-year-history of the March for Life, we can say that Roe vs.
Wade, a blight on our nation, our system of justice, and our
culture, is no more,” said Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of
Arlington, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee for Pro-Life Activities, as he addressed the
crowd in his homily. “But even as we celebrate, we must
remember: this is the beginning, not the end....as we plan for
the future, our efforts to defend life must be as tireless as ever.”
On the occasion of the National Prayer Vigil for Life,
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United
States, read the letter from Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican
Secretary of State, who conveyed greetings on behalf of Pope
Francis. In the letter, the Holy Father expressed his deep
gratitude “for the faithful witness shown publicly over the years
by all who promote and defend the right to life of the most
innocent and vulnerable members of our human family.”

Excerpts from Bishop Burbidge’s homily below
Respect Life Vigil Basilica Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception January 19, 2023

“Dear friends, today we have so much to celebrate. For the first
time in the 49-year history of the March for Life, we can say
that Roe vs. Wade, a blight on our nation, our system of justice,
and our culture, is no more. This is a moment for joy, and for
gratitude; a moment to recall the countless souls who have
dedicated themselves to political and social action, to prayer,
and to service in the name of this cause. It is a moment to
gather before our God to offer praise and thanksgiving for this
great, longed for blessing. Today we make the gratitude of
today’s Psalm our own: “O Lord, our God, how wonderful your
name in all the earth!”

But even as we celebrate, we must remember: this is the
beginning, not the end. A new important phase of work in the
pro-life movement begins now! As we plan for the future, our
efforts to defend life must be as tireless as ever. Our strength is
our vigilance. At the national level, we must continue our
efforts to put an end to policies such as those that target
vulnerable global populations with abortion funding or that
facilitate alternative means of abortion at home. At the same
time, we must turn a greater share of our attention to our local
communities, from where we may cultivate opportunities in our
states to limit the scope of legalized abortion, to curb its
funding, or ideally, ban it all together.

But the most important work that lies ahead is the work not
only of changing laws but of changing hearts, with steadfast
faith in the grace and power of God to do so. Our work begins
with our knowledge of the truth and our courage to speak it.
We must learn new and compelling ways to communicate the
harsh reality of abortion and the damage it inflicts on children,
mothers, fathers, and society more broadly. In teaching and
proclaiming the Gospel of Life, we must marshal all of the
resources at our disposal, including philosophy, the social
sciences, technology and psychology. We must engage with

experts who understand the landscape on the federal and state
levels and coordinate our efforts, strategies and resources in
pursuit of making abortion in our nation unthinkable and
illegal. By deepening our understanding of all the dimensions
of this issue, we better equip ourselves to serve.

Still, updating our information is only the first step. The second
step is more difficult. We must learn to communicate our views
with love. Today this is no small challenge. Social media
allows us to disseminate our message widely and efficiently,
but it often brings out the worst in those who disagree with and
dismiss our beliefs and convictions and may not bring out the
best in us as we respond.

But this, my friends, is where our very important work begins.
Lasting victories will not come from views or hits or re-tweets;
nor from triumphalism, bitterness, or cynicism; but from our
sincere efforts to effect true conversion of mind and heart. They
will come from acknowledging the dignity of those with whom
we disagree; by engaging in respectful discussion; from efforts
to persuade rather than attack; from our desire to convert rather
than cancel. As St. Paul proclaimed this evening: “The Lord
has delivered us from the power of darkness.” 1t is his Light we
are called to radiate, especially to those who are confused. Like
Jesus, the Good Shepherd who sought out the lost in tonight’s
Gospel, we can never tire of seeking out those who have
wandered.

None of this is to say that we must not hold others accountable
for their views, especially those who in their capacity as public
officials declare their support for abortion. On the contrary,
charity demands accountability. Those in public office who
endorse policies that protect or grow the evil of abortion must
know that they are accountable, yes, to the public they serve,
but most importantly to Almighty God, the source of all life.
The child in the womb is first and foremost his child. We will
all stand before God to account for what we did or did not do to
safeguard his children. This is especially true for those who
profess our faith and have the greatest opportunity to protect
the child in the womb.

While we hold public officials accountable, we must remember
that each of us is accountable also. “The secret of Christian
living is love,” Pope Francis has said. “Only love fills the empty
spaces caused by evil.” That is our task. That is where our
words must be matched by our actions Our work will not be
complete until God’s love is felt in every empty space created
by abortion. As we look to the future of the pro-life movement,
may we turn our attention to those empty spaces. Into the
empty spaces of public discourse on abortion, may we bring
clarity and charity in communicating with our opponents. Into
the empty space of our wounded politics, may we communicate
the need to let go of partisanship and to do what is right and
just. Into the empty spaces of culture, may we celebrate truth,
beauty, and God’s goodness. Into the empty space of fear and
loneliness experienced by women facing an unplanned
pregnancy, may we offer God’s peace and hope and our
untiring commitment to walk with them at every moment. Into
the empty spaces within the lives of mothers and fathers who
mourn from children lost to abortion, may we gently voice
God’s endless comfort and mercy....”

(Please read the entire homily here: https.//www.uscch.org/
news/2023/us-bishops-pro-life-chairman-commends-catholic-
witness-national-prayer-vigil-life)




Treasures from Our Tradition Saints and Special Observances

The prayers surrounding baptism
often speak of being “clothed in
Christ,” and clothes are an im-
portant consideration. In ancient
times, adults were probably bap-
8 tized Wlthout any clothes at all,

and old texts survive asking peo-
ple to leave fancy garb and jewelry behind as they enter
the font. Baptism was typically in a private place, the
community waited elsewhere, and the casting off of
clothing was hardly a public moment, nor was it embar-
rassing in ancient cultures where privacy was largely un-
known.

Nonetheless, what was left behind on one side of the font
was replaced on the other as a white robe was wrapped
around the newly baptized. It was a robe of honor, a daz-
zling sign of a new beginning for a society that valued
clothing as a sign of personal identity. For the newly bap-
tized, a whole week in white garments was the rule,
through the second Sunday of Easter, called “Sunday in
Albis,” because of all the folks wearing their baptismal
robes. —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Stewardship Results

1/22/23  Weekly Goal
Sunday Offertory 5,595 6,200
Repairs 827 1,500
Total $6,422 $7,700
Communicating God’s Word $1,023

Thank you for your contributions.
May God reward you for your generosity!

Parish Calendar
Key: AU - Auditorium, CH - Church, PC - Parish Center

1/31 7:00 pm - Choir Practice (CH) [m]z =]
2/1  7:00 pm - Bible Study (PC) o
7:00 pm - Our Mother of Perpetual
Help Novena
2/2 3:30 pm - Children’s Choir Practice (CH)

7:00 pm - Grupo de Oracion Luz Y Vida (AU)
2/4  1:00 pm - Confessions

(S

For our complete calendar, please visit
https://www.olgp.org/calendar.html or scan the QR code

Please Visit our New Instagram Page!

https://www.instagram.com/olgpchurch/ l @ l

Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Catholic Schools Week

Tuesday: St. John Bosco

Thursday:  The Presentation of the Lord;
World Day for Consecrated Life;
Groundhog Day

Friday: St. Blase; St. Ansgar; First Friday;
Blessing of throats

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday

OUR FASCINATING FAITH

Candlemas (February 2)

Thanks to Pope Sergius I (687-701), on February 2 we
celebrate the Presentation of the Lord. On this day we
also commemorate the Purification of Mary, who
complied with the Jewish law (Leviticus 12:1). The law
indicated that a mother should be purified forty days after
giving birth to a boy child. Since the eleventh century the
Purification of Mary and the Presentation of the Lord
have been celebrated with the blessing of all the candles
and candlesticks that are going to be used during the year.
This is done with the hope that there will never be a lack
of light, either material or spiritual, in the houses of the
faithful. The root of the word candlemas is the Latin verb
candere (“to shine”) and from which also come the words
candelabra and candlestick. This feast of candles recalls
that Christians can, like Simon and the prophetess Anna
in the temple, say that they also have seen salvation:
Jesus the true Light who shines in the arms of Mary (Luke
2:25-38).

—Friar Gilberto Cavazos-Gonzalez, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch
Co., Inc.

THE CHRISTIAN IDEAL
The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting.

It has been found difficult and left untried.
—Gilbert K. Chesterton

CONSTANT FAITH

If you remain constant in faith in the face of trial, the
Lord will give you peace and rest for a time in this world,
and forever in the next.

—St. Jerome Emiliani

Please consider giving online to Our Lady Queen of
Peace. Scan the QR code below with your phone,

text “GIVE” to 201-733-3457 or visit www.olqp.org

TEXT "GIVE" §
TO 201-733- 3457




JANUARY

29

2023

FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos: © AungMyo / AdobeStock,
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

GOD’S REIGN HERE AND NOW

Our readings this week all speak of the distinctive characteristics of the people God gath-
ers to achieve God'’s purposes. The deep communion of love that God envisions requires
a community that is humble and lowly, as Zephaniah describes. God chooses the weak
and foolish to reveal God’s strength and wisdom, as Paul says. And in the Beatitudes, Je-
sus teaches that a people who know their weakness and vulnerability can most fully place
their trust in God and work for a just world. As Christians, we believe God will fully heal
our world when Christ returns. But Christ also invites us to experience a foretaste of this
future right now, through our life in Christian community, and in our work of peacemaking
and justice-seeking in the world. Our poverty in spirit can enable us to be both recipients
and instruments of the “kingdom of heaven” here and now.

THE BLESSED COMMUNITY
We turn to the first action of Jesus’ public ministry described by Matthew —Jesus preaching
to the crowds in what we call the Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon begins with today’s
Gospel passage, the Beatitudes. Having just called his first disciples to form a community,
Jesus begins to spell out what this community is all about. The Beatitudes lay the founda-
tion, describing the primary values and practices, and the core identity of this community.

Jesus tells his followers, first and foremost, that they are blessed by God. The community
will reveal its blessed character through its humility, meekness, and hunger for justice.
Knowing they are loved as God’s children, they will have open and pure hearts, free to
be merciful, and they will be able to endure suffering gracefully. Listening anew to the
Beatitudes, we remember how far we fall short of Jesus’ vision. But we know God has
gathered us, and continues to transform us, to receive the fullness of blessing.

WHOM GOD HONORS
In Jesus’ time, honor and shame were key markers for who is up and who is down in their
society. Typically, those with wealth and power over others were to be honored. And in
our own time, often we find ourselves drawn strongly toward having more abundance,
control, and options to choose from. We avoid vulnerability and limitations. But Jesus
says in the Beatitudes that the poor and meek are truly blessed, that is, honorable and
privileged by God. How can this be?

Perhaps Jesus is first exposing the opposites to the poor and meek, the “rich in spirit.”
These develop such confidence in themselves, based on achievement or inherited priv-
ilege, that they isolate themselves from God, and either ignore or exploit others. Jesus
also knew that the humble in heart realize
that they cannot build an illusory self-affir-
mation, so they can be most open to God’s TODAY’S READINGS
affirmation of them. They can then become :
more deeply empowered to participate in Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
God’s work. God blesses and honors the Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10
Open_hearted_ 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 5:1-12a







