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AS HE BLESSED THEM
HE PARTED FROM THEM

AND WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN.

LUKE 24:51
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

MAY 29, 2022
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Served by

Rev. Antonio L. Ricarte, Pastor
frtony@olqgp.org
Rev. Msgr. Peter ]. Zaccardo, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Joseph L. Mantineo, Permanent Deacon
dcnjoe@olqp.org

Justine Garcia,Pastoral Associate for Religious Ed.

ReEd@olqp.org
Giovanni Longo, Director of Music
dirmusic@olqp.org
Christopher Innis, Principal, St. Peter Academy
Dorothy Feula and Harriet Sottile, Lay Trustees

Mass Schedule

Saturday - 5:00 PM

Sunday - 8:00,10:00 AM* and
12:00 Noon
Monday-Saturday 8:30 AM
Holy days - See Bulletin
*Livestreamed on Facebook

Reconciliation
Saturday - 1:00 PM or by
appointment

Emergency Contact
(Funerals, Anointings, etc.)
(201) 845-9566 ext. 3

Baptism - Please call to arrange for your child’s
baptism soon after birth.

RCIA

Adults desiring to be baptized, confirmed or
become a Catholic, please contact the Parish Office
Anointing of the Sick

Please call for a priest to schedule this Sacrament
of Healing and Anointing for someone who is
seriously ill or in danger of death. Do not wait
until the sick person is unconscious.

Matrimony

All Catholics should seek to have their marriage
blessed by the Church so as to live in God’s good
grace and receive the Holy Eucharist. Contact a
priest a year prior to the intended date of marriage
to ensure proper preparation.

Payish Center Office Hours Monday through Thursday: 9AM - 12N / 1PM - 3PM; Friday: 9AM - 1PM

www.olgp.org

Parish Center
201-845-9566
Fax: 201-845-3742

Religious Education
201-845-9566 ext. 117

ReEd@olgp.org

parish@olqp.org

St. Peter Academy
201-261-3468

www.spare.org




':|I:||:' Mass Intentions

May 29, 2022 to June 5, 2022
Sunday - THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

5/29 8:00 am People of the Parish
10:00 am  Living and Deceased Members of the
OLQP Knights of Columbus
Noon James O’Reilly

Monday Easter Weekday

5/30 8:30 am Richard Neumann
Tuesday - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Feast
5/31 8:30 am Maria Viva

Wednesday - Saint Justin, Martyr Memorial

6/1 8:30 am Angel Junior Montilla
7:00 pm Paul Petrone

Thursday - Easter Weekday
[Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs]

6/2 8:30 am Our Lady Queen of Peace Church

Friday - Saint Charles Lwango & Companions, Martyrs
Memorial

6/3 8:30 am
Saturday - Easter Weekday
6/4 8:30 am
5:00 pm Barbara Petitt
Sunday - PENTECOST SUNDAY
6/5 8:00 am
10:00 am

Noon

George Cancel

Anthony Roselli

Mary Intemann

People of the Parish

Deceased Members of the Spagnuolo

Family

Prayer Shawls

If you are adding someone to our Parish sick list,

=== please consider the healing power of these

= ¢ .= beautiful shawls. They are prayed over by the

# 8 | Prayer Shawl Ministry and blessed by our Pastor.
. ‘1t you know of someone you think is in need of a

Prayer Shawl, please contact the Parish Center: 201-845-9566

or email pravershawl@olqp.org

May 29, 2022 - Today’s Readings

First Reading - Because Stephen "5
professes his faith in the Son of Man, he is ?

stoned to death (Acts 7:55-60).

Psalm - The Lord is king, the most high

over all the earth (Psalm 97).

Second Reading - I, the Alpha and the Omega, am
coming soon (Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20).

Gospel - Father, I pray that they may all be one, as you
and I are one, that they may be brought to perfection
(John 17:20-26).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Please Remember in Your Prayers

Rest in Peace

Deacon Dennis J. Besida, John D, McMullen,
and Veronica Clampet Slaivan

Sick Relatives and Friends

Mary Adamo Gardenia Houngbo Mary Pontillo
Cristina Aguilar Dominic Jengo Francis Quinn
Augie Aversa Nancy Jengo Robert Raimo
Josefina Baldoza Pamela Jengo Susan Rheem
Mary Ellen Barberia Lauren Kaczynski Melissa Finck-
Claire Borrello Rosemarie Kaminski Ruisch
Cardinal Burke = Rev. Michael Kreder Elsy Ruiz

Alice Liso
Maxine Locascio
Diane Lohrer
Deacon Joseph

Ginny Cattaneo
Carmen Cepeda
Carmen Maria Colon
Brian Connors

Fran Sampson
Wilbert Santos
Cindy Sommers
Pat Sommers

Elena Cortese Mantineo Joanne Sontag
Joseph Cortese Gerry Marcincavage  Joseph Steiner
Javier Cruz John McMullen Carolyn Sobering
Richard DeSpagna Sonia Medrano  Jacqueline Sullivan
Sally DeSpagna Andrew J. Mendez Nick Taylor
Emily DeStefano Frankie Monnecka Liam Justin Torres
Phil Dimitri Deanna Mooney Mary Walker
Eileen Diverio Jim Moran Andrew Wey
Mark Diverio Barbara Nelson Julia Whitney
Emily Ferreira Gemma Olliges Joyce Wilson
Yancey Garcia Sharon Osnowitz David Zerby
Baby Christopher Harriet Pellicione *Names in bold
Sean Hill Vallie Pompilio ~ are new to the list
Weekly Memorials
Paschal Candle

in Memory of John A. Hrablook
by Lauren Hrablook and the Martello Family

Readings for the Week

Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;
Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16;

Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 1:39-56
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;
Jn17:11b-19
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;
Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31: Ps 11:4, 5, 7;

Jn 21:20-25

Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
Ez 37:1-14 or J1 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35,
27-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39

Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17,;

Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:




Today we celebrate Jesus’ return to
heaven. If we struggle to know how to
feel about this event, we take our cue
from Jesus’ disciples. These disciples are
first-hand witnesses to the Ascension,
B returning afterward to Jerusalem, where
“they were continually in the temple
% praising God.” Long-time companions of
the Lord, they surely feel the pain of
physical separation from Jesus. Yet they praise God
continually. They accept God’s plan, looking forward to
the day when Christ will come again. As our reading
from Hebrews affirms, Christ will return to “bring
salvation to those who eagerly await him.” This Good
News is almost too much to take in; the Acts of the
Apostles explains that an angel has to wake the disciples
from their stupor, reminding them to start the Lord’s
work. Today’s readings are our own angel, sending us
forth in joyful hope. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

2022 Annual Appeal

Thank you to all those who have already donated to the
2022 Annual Appeal! For those that have not yet
donated, please prayerfully consider donating today. If we
meet our goal in actual funds received by the end of June
2022, we will receive a 2% reduction in our assessment
(tax on collections) and also receive a 100% rebate
(refund) for the amount received in excess of our goal.
Due to your generosity last year, this incentive amounted
to over $30,000! Let’s make it happen again!

Please park in designated parking spaces only. To
ensure everyone’s safety, please do not park on
the fire lanes by the driveways. Thank you for

your cooperation!

NO PARKING

Sent Forth Parish Catalyst Workshop

Donate to Our Parish with Your Smartphone!
Simply Text “GIVE” to 201-733-3457

Scan the QR code below or visit www.olqp.org

TEXT "GIVE" ¢

TO 201-733- 3457
%

Thank You to the Maywood Girl Scout Troop!

A big shout- out to Maywood Girl Scout Troop 97093 for
adopting our garden surrounding the Parish Center. They
are a group of awesome Sth graders led by their Troop
Leader Amanda Fernandes. They are working on attaining
their Bronze Award by fulfilling a need in their
community. Meeting on a hot Saturday morning on May
21st the weeding and planting process began. They are
using some of the proceeds from their Girl Scout Cookies
sales to purchase the beautiful flowers and ornamentals
for the project. Plans also include planting flower bulbs in
the Fall Again thank you girls! Your help is greatly

Act of Contrition

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having
offended Thee, and I detest all my

sins, because I dread the loss of heaven, and
the pains of hell; but most of all because they

. offend Thee, my God, Who are all good and
= deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with
the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do
penance, and to amend my life. Amen.




Praying the Rosary before 10 am Sunday Mass

Our Mother of
Perpetual Help Novena

Wednesdays at 7 pm in the Church

Ofr0
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Religious Education Registration is Open!

Scan the QR code above to register or visit our website at:
https://www.olgp.org/registration-form.html

Classes begin: Sunday, September 11, 2022
8:30 a.m. to 9:50 a.m.

Registration Deadline: July 15, 2022
Questions: Contact Justine Garcia at

(201) 845-9566 or ReED@olqp.org

Happy Anniversary!

i

e |

Happy Anniversary to those celebrating their Golden
and Silver Wedding Anniversary!

Golden Anniversary
Peter and Eileen Carroll
Thomas and Janice Howlett

Silver Anniversary
Juan and Carmen Dominguez

Coffee and Desserts Hosted by Cursillo
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The Sermons of St. Alphonsus Ligouri

(Continued from last week)
“SERMON XXVII. SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST, OR THE SUNDAY WITHIN THE
OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION. -

ON HUMAN RESPECT.

10. I give thanks to God," says St. Jerome, “that I am
worthy to be hated by the world." (Epis. ad Asellam.) The
saint returns thanks to God for having made him worthy
of the hatred of the world. Jesus Christ pronounced his
disciples blessed when they should be hated by men.
”Blessed shall you be when men shall hate you." (Luke
vi. 22.) Christians, let us rejoice; for, if worldlings curse
and upbraid us, God at the same time praises and blesses
us. "They will curse, and thou wilt bless." (Ps. cviii. 28.)
Is it not enough for us to be praised by God, to be praised
by the queen of heaven, by all the angels, by all the
saints, and by all just men? Let worldlings say what they
wish; but let us continue to please God, who will give us,
in the next life, a reward proportioned to the violence we
shall have done to ourselves in despising the
contradictions of men. Each of you should figure to
himself, that there is no one in the world but himself and
God. When the wicked treat us with contempt, let us
recommend to God these blind and miserable men, who
run in the road to perdition; and let us thank the Lord for
giving to us the light which he refuses to them. Let us
continue in our own way: to obtain all, it is necessary to
conquer all.

Second Point. On the means of overcoming human
respect.

11. To overcome human respect, it is necessary to fix in
our hearts the holy resolution of preferring the grace of
God to all the goods and favours of this world, and to say
with St. Paul: "Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, . . . . nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God." (Rom.
viii. 38, 39.) Jesus Christ exhorts us not to be afraid of
those who can take away the life of the body; but to fear
him only who can condemn the soul and body to hell.
“And fear you not them that kill the body, but rather fear
him that can destroy both soul and body into hell." (Matt,
x. 28.) We wish either to follow God or the world; if we
wish to follow God we must give up the world. "how
long do you halt between two sides ?" said Elias to the
people. ”If the Lord be God, follow him." (3 Kings xviii.
21.) You cannot serve God and the world. He that seeks
to please men cannot please God. "If," says the Apostle,
"I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.
” (Gal. 1. 10.)

12. The true servants of God rejoice to see themselves
despised and maltreated for the sake of Jesus Christ. The
holy apostles “went from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were accounted worthy to suffer
reproach for the name of Jesus." (Acts v. 41.) Moses
could have prevented the anger of Pharaoh by not

contradicting the current report that he was the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter. But he denied that he was her son,
preferring, as St. Paul says, the opprobrium of Christ to
all the riches of the world. “Choosing rather to be afflict-
ed with the people of God;. .. .esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasure of the Egyp-
tians." (Heb. xi. 25, 26.)

13. Wicked friends come to you and say: What extrava-
gances are those in which you indulge? Why do you not
act like others? Say to them in answer: My conduct is not
opposed to that of all men; there are others who lead a
holy life. They are indeed few; but I will follow their ex-
ample; for the Gospel says: "Many are called, but few are
chosen." (Matt. xx. 16.) "If," says St. John Climacus,
“you wish to be saved with the few, live like the few."
But, they will add, do you not see that all murmur against
you, and condemn your manner of living? Let your an-
swer be: It is enough for me that God does not censure
my conduct. Is it not better to obey God than to obey
men? Such was the answer of St. Peter and St. John to the
Jewish priests: “If it be just in the sight of God to hear
you rather than God, judge ye." (Acts iv. 19.)

If they ask you how can you bear an insult? or how, after
submitting to it, can you appear among your equals? an-
swer them by saying that you are a Christian, and that it is
enough for you to appear well in the eyes of God. Such
should be your answer to all those satellites of Satan: you
must despise all their maxims and reproaches. And when
it is necessary to reprove those who make little of God’s
law, you must take courage and correct them publicly.
“Them that sin, reprove before all.” (1 Tim. v. 20.) And
when there is question of the divine honour, we should
not be frightened by the dignity of the man who offends
God; let us say to him openly: This is sinful; it cannot be
done. Let us imitate the Baptist, who reproved King Her-
od for living with his brothers wife, and said to him: "/¢ is
not lawful for thee to have her." (Matt. xiv. 4.) Men in-
deed shall regard us as fools, and turn us into derision;
but, on the day of judgment they shall acknowledge that
they have been foolish, and we shall have the glory of
being numbered among the saints. They shall say: “These
are they whom we had sometime in derision. .. .We fools
esteemed their life madness, and their end without hon-
our. Behold how they are numbered among the children of
God, and their lot is among the saints." (Wis. v. 3,4, 5.)”

(excerpts from “The Sermons of St. Alphonsus Ligouri)

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or
sought thy intercession was left unaided.
Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I
come; before thee I stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy
hear and answer me. Amen.




Stewardship Corner
Give and It Shall Be Given unto You:

Giving, not until it hurts, but until it is deeply rewarding,
is the key to authentic Christian stewardship. Most of us
think of giving in very limited terms - making a financial
contribution. But as Christian stewards, we are asked to
give of more than just money, we are called to give of our
action, our ability, our abundance - the very essence of
our lives. Rudy Schwarz

Stewardship Results
5/22/22  Weekly Goal
Sunday Offertory 4,137 5,000
Repairs 167 1,500
Total $4,304 $6,500)

Thank you for your contributions last week.
May God reward you for your generosity!

New Contribution Envelopes for June

You should have received by now
(or will very soon) contribution
envelopes for the months of June
and July in the mail. Please fill up
the envelope completely to assist
our money counting ministry, indicating either cash or
check and the amount enclosed on the envelope. If you
have not received your envelopes, please contact the par-
ish center. Please note that only registered parishioners
may receive envelopes. To register, please visit
www.olgp.org to download the form or visit the Parish
Center.

Daily Prayer for Pope Francis and Our Clergy
o @7aYa @ Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy
&%\g@ Qeﬂ upon Thy servant, Francis, our Supreme

'@ o' @' Pontiff, and direct him, according to Thy
{ loving-kindness, in the ways of eternal
salvation; that, of Thy gift, he may ever desire
that which is pleasing unto Thee and may accomplish it with all

his might. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Jesus, Savior of
the world, sanctify Thy priests and sacred ministers. Amen.

Parish Calendar
Key: AU - Auditorium, CH - Church, PC - Parish Center

5/30  Memorial Day - Parish Center Closed

6/1 7:00 pm - Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena
6/2 7:00 pm - RCIA (PC), Luz Y Vida (AU)

6/4 9:00 am - Exposition; 1:00 pm - Confessions (CH)

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday: Seventh Sunday of Easter

Monday: Memorial Day

Tuesday: The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wednesday: St. Justin

Thursday:  Ss. Marcellinus and Peter

Friday: St. Charles Lwanga and Companions;
First Friday

Saturday: First Saturday

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord,

so that we, who believe that the Savior of the human race
is with you in your glory,

may experience, as he promised,

until the end of the world,

his abiding presence among us.

Who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How do I experience the Savior’s presence in my life?

OPEN AND SHUT
There are two times when to keep your mouth shut: when

swimming and when angry.
—Anonymous

Treasures from Our Tradition

The Ascension of the Lord

The mystery of the Ascension has to
& do with holding in tension a sense of

~«.. & God’s nearness, along with the burden
2 }'E— caused by apparent signs of absence.
@ The risen Jesus says to Mary Magda-

= lene, “Do not cling to me,” perhaps

pointing out to her that his physical presence to the disci-
ples was time-bound and temporary. It was a gift for their
transformation, and after forty days, he vanished from
their sight and hearing, though never out of their con-
sciousness.

They do not mourn at his going this time: there is no
trace of the disciples who hid in fear at his crucifixion, no
sense of the women who wept softly as they carried oint-
ments to the tomb through the dewy morning light. In-
stead, the scriptural accounts show them full of joy, com-
forted by his promise to be with them forever, and open to
the Spirit’s power. They are joyful, energized, aware, and
united with one another in love. They seem to grasp an
awareness that if the mission to the whole world was a
serious one, then the presence of the Risen Christ could
not be pinned down to any one place or time, but had to be
always and everywhere completely available. All peoples,
all times, all cultures were opened to receive him in this
moment of the Ascension. The energy of this feast is

drawn not from absence, but renewed and deeper presence.
- James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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AS HE BLESSED THEM
HE PARTED FROM THEM

AND WAS TAKEN
UP TO HEAVEN.

LUKE 24:5]

CONTINUING JESUS’ MINISTRY

The celebration of the Ascension of our Lord occurs distinctively this year, when the two
most detailed descriptions of the event, both written by Luke the evangelist, are brought
together in today’s readings. We hear both the concluding verses from Luke’s Gospel, the
first volume of his work, and the first verses of Acts, his second volume. For Luke, the As-
cension is the hinge of his two-volume work. The evangelist apparently thought the story
of the Ascension was important enough to tell twice. While his first telling emphasizes
the meaning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the second telling shifts to how the community of
his followers are commissioned to continue this same ministry. Now the apostles, and by
implication all who follow Jesus, will bring healing and hope to a world that desperately
needs them. Luke reminds us that we the Church are also summoned by Jesus to par-
ticipate in his work.

ABSENCE AND PRESENCE

Appreciating the Ascension within the larger story of Jesus can be difficult. This is partly
because of the mystical features of Luke’s two descriptions, and also the lack of descrip-
tion in the other Gospels. The Ascension describes both the absence and the presence
of Jesus. Why did Jesus have to leave? As Jesus told his disciples, his departure makes
possible his continuing presence in a new way, through the work of the Spirit beginning
at Pentecost.

The Ascension is more than a departure, for it describes how the bodily, human Jesus is
now “at the right hand of God,” and that the Father exalts Jesus as Lord of heaven and
earth. We need to hold these two together: that Jesus knows our human trials and joys
and walks compassionately with us; and Jesus also is our Lord, who pushes us out of our
comfort zones toward Christian maturity, and holds us accountable.

WITNESSES

In the descriptions of the Ascension in today’s readings, Jesus tells the disciples “You are
witnesses” or “you will be my witnesses.” The image of witness evokes a legal proceed-
ing, where a person affirms the truth of an event. Sometimes physical evidence, such as
a DNA test, serves as withess to the truth. This same word is used again and again in
Acts, as the apostles witnessed to the Resurrection, or to the whole story of Jesus. We
are called to witness the truth of the Gospel.

We might witness in at least three ways. In dialogue with others, we can speak the wit-
ness, by explicitly sharing the biblical story

and what it means for us. We can do the TODAY’S READINGS
witness, by aligning our actions and lifestyle

so as to share love for others. We can be the Acts 1:1-11

witness, in our fundamental openness and Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

faithful response to God, and in our grace- Ephesians 1:17-23 or

filled personal presence with others. We are Hebrews 9:24-28

the best evidence of the truths of our faith. Luke 24:46-53
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