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And suddenly there was a multitude
of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying:
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Reconciliation
Saturday - 1:00 PM or by
appointment. A Catholic is
obliged to confess mortal

sins in kind and number to
a priest before receiving the
Holy Eucharist.

Baptism - Please call to arrange for your child’s
baptism soon after birth.

RCIA

Adults desiring to be baptized, confirmed or
become a Catholic, please contact the Parish Office
Anointing of the Sick

Please call for a priest to schedule this Sacrament
of Healing and Anointing for someone who is
seriously ill or in danger of death. Do not wait
until the sick person is unconscious.

Matrimony

All Catholics should seek to have their marriage
blessed by the Church so as to live in God’s good
grace and receive the Holy Eucharist. Contact a
priest a year prior to the intended date of marriage
to ensure proper preparation.
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':D:' Mass Intentions Please Remember in Your Prayers

December 25, 2022 to January 1, 2023 Rest in Peace
Sunday — THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Christmas) Joan Cannon; Salvatore Ricotta
Solemnity Sick Relatives and Friends
12/25 8:00am  The Georgetti Family Mary Adamo Yancey Garcia Vallie Pompilio
10:00 am  People of the Parish Cristina Aguilar Fr. Mickey German Mary Pontillo
. Pauline Albarano Megan Harwood Betty Porter
12 noon  Ann Michulak Augie Aversa Michael Hazuka Francis Quinn
. . Josefina Baldoza Baby Christopher Robert Raimo
BT - BTG S e, (e FI0GE M Fes) Mary Ellen Barberia Sean Hill Susan Rheem
12/26 8:30am  Anne Bracco Matilde Beninca Gardenia Houngbo  Anthony Ruffino
. . Claire Borrello Andrew Hunkele Melissa Finck-
Tuesday — Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist Feast Cardinal Burke Dominic Jengo Ruisch
12/27 8:30am  Evienne Razal (Living) Ginny Cattaneo Nancy Jengo Elsy Ruiz
5th Birthday Carmen Cepeda Pamela Jengo Fran Sampson
Denise Chu Lauren Kaczynski Wilbert Santos
Wednesday — The Holy Innocents, Martyrs Feast Lana Mae Ciscool Rosemarie Kaminski ~ Pat Sommers
12/28 8:30am  The Beninca and Scuccimarri Families Carmen Maria Colon Joan Keenan Joseph Steiner
" - - Brian Connors Rev. Michael Kreder Carolyn Sobering
Thursday — Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity The Cortese Family Alice Liso Jacqueline Sullivan
of the Lord /[Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Javier Cruz Maxine Locascio Nick Taylor
Martyr] Jonathan Deauna Diane Lohrer Theresa Taylor
) . Jeanette DeLillo Deacon Joseph Theresa Tempio
1229 8:30 am Stephen L. Cannon (Living) Richard DeSpagna Mantineo Liam Justin Torres
Friday- The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Feast Sally DeSpagna  Gerry Marcincavage Marianne Tracey
) "oy s Emily DeStefano Sonia Medrano Maria Trovini
1230 8:30am  James O’Reilly Phil Dimitri Andrew J. Mendez  Joseph Turchyn
Saturday - Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity Eileen Diverio Frankie Monnecka  Danielle Visconti
of the Lord /[Saint Sylvester I, Pope] Mark Diverio Deanna Mooney Mary Walker
) . Stephen Diverio Jim Moran Andrew Wey
12/31 8:30 am John Lewis Muth Fr. Larry Fama Barbara Nelson Julia Whitney
5:00 pm Lawrence Lyons Jane Favorito Sharon Osnowitz Joyce Wilson
Nancy Focarino Nicholas Pappas David Zerby
Sunday - SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER Emily Ferreira Harriet Pellicione ~ *Names in bold
OF GOD Solemnity :
. are new to the list
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord
1/1  8:00 am People of the Parish Weekly Memorials
10:00 am  Anthony Roselli Altar Bread
12noon  Peter Glynn in Memory of Samuel. Sr. and
Frances Monaco Blessed Mother Candle
by Maryann Monaco in Memory of
John A. Hrablook
Our Mother of Saint Joseph Candle by Lauren Hrablook
Perpetual Help Novena in Thanksgiving
by the Romain Family
Wednesdays at 7 pm in the Church

Readings for the Week
December 25, 2022 - Today’s Readings Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6,
8ab,16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

First Reading — All the ends of the earth .’ \ ’ Tuesday: }nJgol' :lla- 42;_};38 97:1-2,5-6, 11-12;

will behold the salvation of our God Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8;

(Isaiah 52:7-10). k of Mt 2:13-18

Psalm - (?)2:1&119081? world has seen God’s B2, % Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40
: Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17];

Second Reading — God has spoken to us through the
Son, the very imprint of God’s being (Hebrews 1:1-6).
Gospel — The Word became flesh; from his fullness we
have all received grace (John 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]).

Ps 128:1-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Saturday: 1 Jn2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-
7; Lk 2:16-21




Today’s readings are as familiar to most
b of us as the carols we sing and the

il commercials that overwhelm this holiday
b season. Often Christmas finds us tired,
struggling with preparations and
expectations. What we really want to feel
is joy and peace. The stress of
preparation, of waiting, is reflected in
both Isaiah and Paul’s letter to Titus.
Luke tells us of the exhaustion that Mary
and Joseph felt: a young pregnant wife
and her husband, forced to travel just as she is about to give
birth, unable even to find a room to stay in. It must have been
miserable. They must have been afraid. In the midst of this
exhaustion, misery, and fear, a child is born, a Son is given. The
world is then filled with light and hope, joy and peace. In that

moment they, and we, know what all the waiting has been for.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

What All the Waiting Has Been For Lighting of the Third Advent Candle

L1ght1ng of the third advent candle by Vlncent and Matthew




The Meaning of Christmas

Pope Benedict XVI

The Holy Father warns about proposal of salvation 'at a cheap price’
and encourages 'watchful and prayerfil expectation’ and holy works

At the General Audience on Wednesday, 20 December 20006, in the
Vatican's Paul VI Hall, the Holy Father focused on Holy Christmas and
the meaning of Christ's birth, asking: "Is the humanity of our time still
waiting for a Saviour?". The following is a translation of the Pope's
Catechesis, which was given in Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

"The Lord is close: come, let us adore him". With this invocation, the
liturgy invites us in these last days of Advent to approach as it were on
tip-toe the Bethlehem Grotto where the extraordinary event that changed
the course of history took place: the birth of the Redeemer.

On Christmas Night we will pause, once again, before the crib and
contemplate with wonder the "Word made flesh". Sentiments of joy and
gratitude will be renewed in our hearts, as they are every year, while we
listen to the Christmas melodies that sing of the extraordinary event in so
many languages.

It was out of love that the Creator of the universe came to dwell among
us. In his Letter to the Philippians, St. Paul says that Christ, "though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men" (2:6). He appeared in human form, adds the
Apostle, humbling himself. At holy Christmas we will relive the
fulfilment of this sublime mystery of grace and mercy.

St. Paul says further, "When the time had fully come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons" (Gal 4:4-5). In
truth, the Chosen People had been waiting for the Messiah for many
centuries but they imagined him as a powerful and victorious army
leader who would free his followers from foreign oppression.

The Saviour, on the contrary, was born in silence and in absolute
poverty. He came as "the light that enlightens every man", St. John
notes, yet "his own people received him not" (Jn 1:9, 11). "But", the
Apostle added, "to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God" (ibid., 1:12). The light promised
was to illumine the hearts of those who had persevered in vigilant and
active expectation.

Watch and pray

The Advent liturgy also exhorts us to be sober and watchful in order not
to let ourselves be burdened by sin and excessively worldly concerns.
Indeed, it is by watching and praying that we will be able to recognize
and accept the splendour of Christ's birth. St. Maximus of Turin, a
Bishop of the fourth and fifth centuries, said in one of his homilies: "The
time warns us that the Birth of Christ the Lord is at hand. The world with
its own apprehensions speaks of something imminent that will renew it,
and desires with impatient expectation that the splendour of a brighter
sun may illumine its darkness.... This expectation of creation also
persuades us to wait for Christ, the new Sun, to rise" (cf. Hom. 61a, 1-3).
Creation itself, therefore, leads us to discover and recognize the One
who must come.

But the question is: is the humanity of our time still waiting for a
Saviour? One has the feeling that many consider God as foreign to their
own interests. Apparently, they do not need him. They live as though he
did not exist and, worse still, as though he were an "obstacle" to remove

in order to fulfil themselves. Even among believers — we are sure of it
— some let themselves be attracted by enticing dreams and distracted by
misleading doctrines that suggest deceptive shortcuts to happiness.

Yet, despite its contradictions, worries and tragedies, and perhaps
precisely because of them, humanity today seeks a path of renewal, of
salvation, it secks a Saviour and awaits, sometimes unconsciously, the
coming of the Saviour who renews the world and our life, the coming of
Christ, the one true Redeemer of man and of the whole of man.

Of course, false prophets continue to propose a salvation "at a cheap
price", that always ends by producing searing disappointments.

The history of the past 50 years itself demonstrates this search for a
Saviour "at a cheap price" and highlights all the disappointments that
have derived from it. It is the task of us Christians, with the witness of
our life, to spread the truth of Christmas which Christ brings to every
man and woman of good will.

Bom in the poverty of the manger, Jesus comes to offer to all that joy
and that peace which alone can fulfil the expectations of the human soul.

Preparing for the Lord's coming

But how should we prepare ourselves to open our hearts to the Lord
who comes? The spiritual attitude of watchful and prayerful expectation
remains the fundamental characteristic of the Christian in this Advent
Season. It is this attitude that distinguishes the protagonists of that time:
Zechariah and Elizabeth, the shepherds, the Magi, the humble, simple
people, above all Mary and Joseph's expectation! The latter, more than
any of the others, felt in the first person the anxiety and trepidation for
the Child who would be born.

It is not difficult to imagine how they spent the last days, waiting to hold
the newborn Infant in their arms. May their attitude be our own, dear
brothers and sisters! In this regard, let us listen to the exhortation of St.
Maximus, Bishop of Turin, cited above: "While we are waiting to
welcome the Nativity of the Lord, let us clothe ourselves in clean
garments, without a stain. [ am speaking of clothing the soul, not the
body. Let us not be clad in silk raiments but in holy works! Sumptuous
clothing may cover the limbs but does not adom the conscience" (ibid.).

In being born among us, may the Child Jesus not find us distracted or
merely busy, beautifying our houses with decorative lights. Rather, let us
deck our soul and make our families a worthy dwelling place where he
feels welcomed with faith and love. May the Blessed Virgin and St.
Joseph help us to live the Mystery of Christmas with renewed wonder
and peaceful serenity.

With these sentiments, I would like to offer my most fervent good
wishes for a holy and happy Christmas to all of you present here and to
your relatives, with a special remembrance for those who may be in
difficulty or who are suffering in body and spirit. Happy Christmas to
you all!

Taken from:
L'Osservatore Romano
Weekly Edition in English
3 January 2007, page 18

Bible Study - Wednesdays at 7 pm

Our Bible Study takes place Wednesdays

at 7 pm at the Parish center. Please send a _,i;fs;’( nouy |
note to OLQPBibleStudy@gmail.com for -
more information.




Devotions Before Holy Communion Treasures of Our Tradition

An Act of Faith
O my God, I firmly believe that by the words of
consecration spoken during Mass, bread truly becomes
the Body of Christ and wine His most Precious Blood,
and that Thy Divine Son is offered to Thee upon the altar
under appearances representing that separation of His
Body and Blood which took place on Calvary. Therefore,
do I believe with my whole heart, that this holy Victim is
the same as that of the cross, whom I am about to receive,
in order to unite my sacrifices to His own, by immolating
myself with Him for Thy glory. Amen.

An Act of Hope
O my God, I place all my hope in Jesus, my loving
Saviour, truly present before me on the altar. He, who on
the cross offered to Thee the superabundant merits of His
Divine Blood, shed for our sins. Do Thou graciously
accept the offering, which I now make to Thee at the
hands of Thy priests, of the holy Victim who has
reconciled us to Thyself, and being fully appeased by
Him, grant to my soul the graces it needs in order to
receive my Lord worthily and obtain through Him all the
effects of Thy Fatherly goodness. Amen.

An Act of Contrition
O my God, at the moment of receiving within myself the
Divine Victim of Calvary, I confess sincerely before Thy
Divine Majesty and before the whole court of heaven,
that I have offended Thee by thought, word and deed. By
my sins I have contributed to the death of Jesus on the
cross; but Thou hast forgiven me, washing my soul in the
Blood of Thy Son and clothing it with the wedding
garment of Thy grace. I come, therefore, contrite and
repentant, but with a heart overflowing with boundless
gratitude, to the holy table which Thou hast prepared for
the prodigal child, who had abandoned Thee, and whom
in Thy goodness Thou wouldst nourish with Heavenly
Bread. Amen.

An Act of Love
O my God, I love Thee with all my heart, with all my
soul, with all my strength and with no other desire than
to be inseparably united to Thee. It is through Thy
Divine Son that this union is about to be realized within
me. In Holy Communion I long to identify myself with
Him, that it will no longer be myself, but Him, who lives
in me; and when I have received Jesus within myself,
then I shall love and be loved by Thee in that same
measure, in which I am united to Him. Hasten then, to
give me Thy Divine Son, at the hands of Thy priest, that
through Jesus, I may unite myself forever to Thee, O God
the Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

We are in the season of the In-
carnation, the mystery of God’s
love poured out in Christ’s birth.
The word derives from the Latin
carnis meaning “flesh.”
Throughout history, some Chris-
tians have distrusted the “flesh,”
and stressed a hatred of this
world and its pleasures. Perhaps they have not paid
enough attention to how “embodied” the sacraments are.
One third-century author put it plainly in an image that
may alarm diet conscious Americans, explaining that we
wash the body so the soul can be cleansed, that we anoint
the body so the soul can be strengthened, and that we eat
the body and blood of Christ so that “the soul can fatten
on God.”

Catholics “get” that God is revealed in this world. The
sacraments use the “stuff” of creation: water and oil; the
senses of the body, touch and taste and smell. We use the
things of this world rightly. After all, God’s love poured
out into human flesh means the world has eternal value.
Why else would Jesus describe the kingdom to come as a
teeming city or a marriage banquet? Catholics are real-
ists, and nowhere is that more evident than when we

gather for a sacrament.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Religious Education Corner

Look At A Candy Cane...
What do you see? .
Gtripes that are RED %

Like the Blood,
Shed for me.
WHITE for my Savior ;
Who's Ginless & Pure. ¥=*
“J"is for Jesus...My Lord,
g ERy, That's for sure !
& g? Turb it around...

‘,,\“ A Gtaff You will see,
\g Jesus My Shepherd

Is coming for me !

/

~Author (Jnknown~




Stewardship Corner

Called to be Aware: Stewardship a Way of Life

Proverbs 19: 17 "He who is kind to the poor lends to the
Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done."
Christianity is an active faith. It is not enough simply to
say, "I Believe." Christ has enjoined us to put our beliefs
into action. We need to be "on the lookout" for
opportunities for stewardship for sharing.

Rudy Schwarz
Stewardship Results
12/11/22  Weekly Goal

Sunday Offertory 5,680 6,200
Restricted Gifts 2,193 1,500
Total $7,873 $7,700)
Retirement Fund for Religious $1,574
Thank you for your contributions this o

past year. May God reward you for -
your generosity! Th

You!

As last year, all registered parishioners
will receive their annual statement of
contributions by the end of January. All contributions
received by December 31st will be credited for 2022.
Thank you!

Please consider giving online this Christmas.
Scan the QR code below with your camera phone,
text “GIVE” to 201-733-3457 or visit www.olqp.org

TO 201-733-3457

Key: AU - Auditorium, CH - Church, PC - Parish Center

12/26 Parish Center Closed (=] m]
12/27 7:00 pm - Choir Practice (CH) -2
12/28 7:00 pm - Bible Study (PC) ;

7:00 pm - Our Mother of Perpetual [SlF

Help Novena

12/29 3:30 pm - Children’s Choir Practice (CH)

7:00 pm - Luz Y Vida (AU)
12/30 Parish Center Closed

For our complete calendar, please visit
https://www.olgp.org/calendar.html or scan the QR code

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Monday: St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins
Tuesday: St. John

Wednesday: The Holy Innocents

Thursday: St. Thomas Becket;
Fifth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord

Friday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph

Saturday:  St. Sylvester I; New Year’s Eve

Seventh Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord

OUR FASCINATING FAITH - Christmas Time

The feasts that make up Christmas Time all illuminate in
their own way the fundamental mystery of the
Incarnation that stands at the heart of this sacred season.
Each celebration sheds its own distinct light on our
conviction that, in the birth of Jesus, earth and heaven
have been wedded together for the sake of our salvation.
The feasts of the Holy Family, Mary the Mother of God,
Epiphany, and the Baptism of the Lord all have their own
particular histories. But they have been joined together in
a single seasonal flow that invites us to trace the
unfolding meanings of the Incarnation from myriad
perspectives. As we follow the successive meanings of
Jesus’ birth, his participation in family life, the meaning
of Mary’s motherhood, the significance of the Magi’s
visit, and the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, we are
invited to explore in deeper and deeper fashion the
staggering truth that Jesus has shared completely in our
human experience, has truly become one with us, fully

human while remaining fully divine.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

LOVE

Let those who never loved before,
love now:

Let those who always loved,

love the more.
—Anonymous

LEARNED AT HOME

The mind of Christ is to be learned in the family. Strength
of character may be acquired at work, but beauty of
character is learned at home.

—Henry Drummond

WINTER WILD
It was winter wild
While the Heav’n-born child

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies.
—1John Milton, On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity

Please Visit our New Instagram Page!

https://www.instagram.com/olgpchurch/ I @ '




And suddenly there was a multitude
of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying:

I. 99

Luke 2:13-14

December 25, 2022 * Christmas
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LIGHT AND LIFE

The four Gospel portraits of Jesus take very different approaches to his origins. Mark|
has no record of Jesus’ ancestry, except for his connection to John the Baptist.
Matthew traces his genealogy back to Abraham; Luke even farther back, to Adam.
[The Gospel of John outdoes them all, tracing Jesus’ origins back to the time before
time, before the world was created! Jesus is the eternal Word of God. The Greek
term for “Word” is logos, and it is a word with deep implications. The logos exists
before creation, because all of creation came to be through the logos and, in turn,
the logos will become the light of all it has created. This is what makes Christmas a
season light and life. May our lives radiate this light, reflecting the life-giving Word-
made-Flesh. Let our discipleship truly and fully make incarnate once again the Word-
in-flesh whom we celebrate and adore: Jesus Christ, our Lord!

THE SEASON OF LIGHT

It is customary to celebrate Christmas with lights of all sorts. This even happens in
the southern hemisphere, where people aren’t experiencing the shorter, darker days
of northern climates. From little twinkles on Christmas trees to the glow of candles in
church, Christmas is a celebration of the light born today in God’s Word-made-flesh.
As with other types of lights, the Christ-light takes on different forms. Sometimes its
light is direct, while at other times it is a reflection. The lights of Christmas, like Jesus
the Light of the world, offer comfort, ease fears, show us the way, and help us to
see that God is present here. While we believe that Jesus is the light that no dark-
ness can overcome, it can seem at times it seems as though the gloom around us is|
overcoming the light. We all are familiar with darkness’s different forms that seem to|
bombard us daily, hourly—minute by minute, if we allow them to. And yet .. ..

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE

The relentless daily reports of darkness can easily lead us not to see the many glim-
mers of light around us. We who follow the Christ-light must always be on alert for]
signs of that light around us. Likewise, we who have that Christ-light in us must let it
shine forth. No matter how little we think our light may be, we must recall that it is the
light of Christ we bear within us. Like John the Baptist in today’s Gospel passage, we
are meant to testify to the power of light, to help others see glimpses of God-with-us.
Our actions must bear good news, they must announce glad tidings. Even small deeds|
of light can shine brightly, giving birth to

Jesus once again each day. On Christ- TODAY’S READINGS
mas day and every day we are called to
be people of hope, messengers of peace Isaiah 52:7-10

who offer comfort and make God’s glory Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
known. Let the light of Christ in your life be Hebrews 1:1-6
one of the season’s brightest! John 1:1-18
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Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
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